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Introduction

• Example export country: United Kingdom (non-
EU)

• Example import country: Slovenia (EU)

• Scope: Laboratory & diagnostic use only

• Why regulation matters:

Protect public & animal health

Ensure biosafety & traceability



EU Legal Framework

• Reg (EU) No 2011/142: detailed rules for 
processing, transport, traceability

• Reg (EU) 2017/625 & Implementing Reg 2021/632: 
official control and border inspection regime

• Reg (EC) No 2009/1069: Animal By-Products 
definitions and permitted uses

• Reg (EU) 2016/429: transmissible animal 
diseases (‘Animal Health Law’)



Approved Third Countries & Establishments

• Third country must be on EU-approved list for ABP 
import (Imp. Reg 404/2011)

• Origin establishment must be listed in TRACES-NT 
system as EU-approved

• TRACES is the European Commission's online platform for animal and plant health 
certification required for the importation of animals, animal products, food and feed of 
non-animal origin and plants into the European Union, and the intra-EU trade and EU 
exports of animals and certain animal products.



Animal By-Products (ABPs)

Animal By-Product (ABP)

Category 1
(High risk)

Category 2
(Medium risk)

Category 3
(Low risk)

Oysters contaminated
with NoV and HAV



Importer’s Obligations

• Ensure laboratory authorization

• Obtain approval from Administration for Food Safety, Veterinary Sector and Plant 
Protection (AFSVSPP)

• Notify Border Control Post (BCP) 1 day before arrival

• Pre-notification in TRACES-NT system



At the beginning…

• Registration to participate in the PT

• Exact description of the material that will be sent to our laboratory and how it will be 
packed

Than…Get the approval from AFSVSPP



1. Registration of Operators, Establishments, and Facilities

Operator (VF UL) must register the activity or the establishments or facilities with the AFSVSPP 
before starting to perform the activity – submit an application for registration



2. Approval of Establishments and Facilities



3. Submit an application for ABPs



4. Submit an application for Import permit



5. Approval for ABPs and Import permit



6. Documents sent to UK

!!! Prior to sending the shipment:
• Invoice and confirmation of payment
• Import permit



7. BCP Slovenia pre-notification

8. Pre-notification in TRACES-NT system



Exporter’s Obligations

• Obtain veterinary health certificate from UK authority

• Provide invoice, packing list, declaration of use

• Coordinate with importer for TRACES-NT

• Proper packaging & labeling

• Use accredited couriers familiar with ABP logistics



Border Control & Customs

• Check at the first EU BCP: documentation review + Physical Inspection

• Shipment goes directly to the authorized lab

Arrival at BCP Document Check Physical 
Inspection

Decision 
(Release/Destroy)



What if the first EU BCP is not in the final destination
country?

Can the first EU BCP hold the shipment?

• Incomplete documentation

• Different BCP requirements – each Border Control Post has its own internal procedures 
(e.g., prior notification, specific type of veterinary certificate).

• Pathogen risk – Stricter procedures may apply for hazardous substances.

• Transport logistics – if the shipment is marked as “to be cleared in Slovenia” but 
physically arrives in another EU, the TRACES NT system will not recognize it.



Conclusions

• Imports of ABPs for research and diagnostic tightly regulated

• Early planning and liaison with authorities critical to avoid delays

• Imports = dual responsibility (importer + exporter)

• Compliance TRACES NT mandatory

• Coordination prevents delays & confiscations



Thank you for your attention.

This project is funded and managed by the European 
Union
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