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Activity

The 4™ meeting of the WB CVOs Forum was held in Ni$, Serbia, on 22-23 June 2023.

The WB CVOs Forum for communication and cooperation was proposed and
established at the WB CVOs meeting in Petrovac, Montenegro, on 8 - 9 July, 2021.

Photo: Session of the 2" psc meeting

Meeting  To held a regular meeting of Project Steering Committee (PSC).
objective 14 continue with regular meeting and functioning of the WB CVOs Forum and to

discuss and agree on WB regional priorities and regional actions.

Participants
Chief Veterinary Officers and representatives of the Veterinary Services of the
ADEWSB project beneficiary countries (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo**,

1 *This designation is without prejudice to the position on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999 and the 1JC Opinion on the Kosovo

declaration of independence



"Action on Animal Disease Eradication in the Western Balkans", ADEWB Project
EuropeAid/140314/DH/SER/Multi

Montenegro, North Macedonia and Serbia), representatives of EC DG SANTE,
WOAH, BCs national experts and ADEWB Il Project team.

Meeting in Ni$ was organised with physical and online presence of the participants.

Chair PSC The 2™ PSC meeting was opened by the Chair of the PSC, Dr Barbara Logar - DG
SANTE.

Chair WB

CVO Forum On behalf of the Chair of the 4™ WB CVO Forum Mr Vladimir Djakovic-CVO of
Montenegro, the meeting was opened by Dr Mevlida Hrapovic who thanked to all
colleagues for their cooperation in the previous period. The chairing of the WB
CVO Forum continued by Dr Milos Petrovic, the CVO of Serbia.

Speakers Dr Edvins Olsevskis, ADEWB Il Project Expert, Disease surveillance, ASF/CSF

Dr Vidmantas Paulauskas, ADEWB Il Project Expert, Communication and
Cooperation

Zilvinas llevicius, DG SANTE

Dr Budimir Plavsi¢, WOAH, Representative for Europe

Dr Tatjana Labus, Veterinary Directorate RS

Dr Toni Kirandjiski, Dr Sanja Separovi¢, ADEWB Il Project Team

Summary of discussions and recommendations

General

1.

DG SANTE appreciate the ADEWB Il Project progress in the reporting period, selection of
experts for the Project team, and the contribution from the beneficiary countries
representatives. Without further comments from the beneficiary countries, DG SANTE
consider the 1t Interim report as approved.

Summary of ongoing surveillance for category A diseases in the Western Balkan was
presented. Such continuous and transparent share of information among beneficiary
countries is recognized as important step toward improving of trust and it is strongly
encouraged.

The example of practical collaboration and regular meetings of Baltic countries was
presented and can be used by the countries of the Western Balkan, as an example in place
in the European Union and can be taken as an example of a good practice.

Participants expressed their appreciation to the WB CVO Forum as a platform for dealing
with regional priorities and regional cooperation and coordination of activities. The topics

selected, invited experts, organizational and logistical matters were very satisfactory.
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WOAH have a mandate in sub-regional coordination and the Chair of WB CVO Forum will
inform the WOAH Regional Representation for Europe on its activities and the relevant
actions.

It will be considered that one of the next WB CVO Forum is held in the auspices of the
forthcoming EU CVO meetings in Brussels to further strengthen the cooperation between
WB CVO Forum and the EU CVOs. The ADEWB Il Project Team together with DG SANTE will
explore the organizational aspects and inform the WB CVO Forum.

The Chair of the WB CVO Forum proposed that the next chairing with the Forum is with
Albanian CVO. It is therefore foreseen that the next WB CVO Forum will be held in Albania
in duly agreed time in December. ADEWB Il Project Team will contact the Albanian CVO to
confirm due to the fact that representatives from Albania were not present at the meeting

in Nis.

Legislation

8.

With a support from several national EU funded projects, considerable progress was
achieved as regards preparing of national legislative acts approximated to the EU Animal
Health Law (AHL). Preparation of the national legislation approximated to the EU legislation,
including assuring resources for operational capacities is the responsibility of the beneficiary
countries. European Commission will continue to support the beneficiary countries in that
regard. The ADEWB Il Project will further provide technical support to beneficiary countries
in adoption of the Action plans for transposition, to raise discussion and to clarify certain
sections of the AHL and the Official Control Regulation. The beneficiary countries will
request such support to the ADEWB Il Project Team which will make available its experts in

that regard.

Cooperation with other ongoing projects in the WB

ASF

9.

10.

All relevant ongoing projects and common activities from the ToRs were listed. As a next
step, the ADEWB Il Project Team will reschedule the work plan and prioritize those activities
that are requiring coordination with ongoing national projects. Work plans until the end of
the ADEWB Il Project will be elaborated to assure that good coordination and

complementary results are achieved.

ASF and the preparedness of the beneficiary countries for effective prevention and control
remains the highest priority in the Western Balkan region. Accordingly, it will remain a
priority for the ADEWB Il Project to continue with its focus in that regard in line with the

scheduled activities.
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11. Beneficiary countries agreed that passive surveillance is of primary importance for early
detection of ASF, and must be strengthened in its effectiveness. Public awareness
campaigns among farmers will significantly contribute to increase reporting of suspect cases
and collaboration and support from the farmers. Active surveillance for ASF is not sensitive
enough for early detection, requires great capacities (both technical, human and financial)
hence can only be considered as complementary action.

12. The ADEWB Il Project shall aim in capacity building for preparation of surveillance plans
rather than preparing ‘ready to use’ documents.

Rabies

13. ADEWB Il Project shall prepare a comprehensive overview of the ORV in the Western

Balkans and propose further steps in line with GF TADs recommendations.
Avian influenza

14. Avian Influenza shall continue to be amongst priorities in the W Balkan region and the
ADEWSB Il Project Team shall initiate the steps for preparation of EU convergent surveillance
plans towards early detection.

15. ADEWB Il Project shall consider to complete its relevant activities for surveillance plans
before the end of the current year, in order to allow sufficient time to the beneficiary
countries to adjust their national plans including the availability of financial resources.

Information systems and transparent share of disease information

16. The conceptual design of the project action toward improvement of availability of animal

disease information shall be aligned with the already available platforms (EC-ADIS, WOAH-

WAHIS and EFSA-Sigma) and assure to avoid duplication in data reporting.

Photo: Visit to Veterinary Specialist Institute Nis, RS

This project is funded and managed by the European Union.
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VA E DELLTHAILLL ROMAGHA

i

This project is implemented by Agriconsulting Europe S.A. (AESA) in consortium with Istituto
Zooprofilattico Sperimentale della Lombardia e dell’Emilia Romagna (IZSLER)

Disclaimer

This News leaflet has been prepared by the Technical Assistance (TA) team provided by the
Contractor, Agriconsulting Europe S.A. (AESA) in consortium with Istituto Zooprofilattico
Sperimentale della Lombardia e dell'Emilia Romagna (IZSLER). The findings, conclusions and
interpretations expressed in this document are those of the authors alone and should in no way by
taken to reflect the policies or opinions of the European Union. As a result, these will be verified
before implementation of any of the recommendations contained.



